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Dear Parents and Guardians,  

 

We are well under way!  After an unusually cool start to the school year, we managed to survive the 

sweltering heat of late September.  Special thanks to our teachers for doing a great job keeping their 

students focused and productive under difficult circumstances.  I think it's safe to say we are ready for 

fall weather.  

 

Our Summer Reading and Summer Math Programs were a huge success.   We had a Summer Reading 

Celebration culminating with the dunk tank.  (What fun!)  This year we added a Summer Math 

Celebration.  We had a Math Wall of Fame, a Math VIP Lounge, and a Summer Math Participants vs. 

Faculty Tricycle Race.  (I'm still laughing!)   

 

Our PTA continues to be an amazing group of parents!  We had record numbers at our first PTA 

meeting of the year.  Let’s keep the momentum going!   It was great to hear from our 

Superintendent about the goals and direction of the District for the future.  Our PTA has added a 

Diversity Chairperson as part of its Executive Board.  How thrilling to be able to have a member of the 

PTA Executive Committee who will be sure to advocate for all of the many families that enrich our 

school.   Special thanks to our PTA for hosting a Community Day on Saturday, September 30.   We 

cleaned up both courtyards and planted some new plants.   In the future, we are hoping to add some 

signs for the different flora found in our courtyards that will contain a QR code.   Students will be able 

to access the courtyards as an outdoor learning space and use technology to scan the codes to 

learn more about the nature surrounding us.  It can't get any more hands on than that!  Thank you to all 

of our volunteers!  If you have not done so, please consider joining the PTA.  Members’ dues will be 

increasing soon, so join today!  

 

Several concerns have arisen recently about our new pickup procedure at dismissal.  In recent years, 

both teachers and parents have asked me to review our pickup procedure, with student safety cited as 

the main concern.  Students were "darting" out to reunite with their parents without following any 

prescribed procedures.  In the past, we averaged 10 to 15 pick-ups each day, and students reported to 

the front table where parents signed out their child.  Over the years, the number of students being 

picked up has grown; we now have more than 60 pickups a day, compromising student safety.  As a 

result, we made modifications resulting in a longer line forming to pick up students.  While we have 

made some improvements after the first weeks to keep the line moving quickly, we still need to make 

adjustments.  To that end, we have formed a Dismissal Pickup Work Group consisting of three 

teachers, three parents, and myself.  We will be analyzing different ways to improve the system to 

make the process both safe and convenient for all.  We also are charting the time we are able to “clear 

the line” of parents.  Thus far, we’ve been able to reunite 60-plus students with their parents in a safe 

manner in 8 minutes, 11 minutes, and 12 minutes.  Honestly, these times are good considering the 

number of children being picked up.  Regardless, we still will take a critical look at the process for 

possible improvements.   

 



 

I will be hosting a “Principal’s Chat” at 6:30 pm on Wednesday, October 18, directly before our next 

PTA meeting for all parents who pick up their child on a regular basis.  At this chat, I hope to provide 

an update about the committee’s work.  I also will be open to hearing your ongoing concerns and 

suggestions.  I apologize for the frustration people are experiencing, and I want to reassure you that we 

are in partnership to make CP a better place!  Thank you in advance for your help. 

 

Be sure to follow CP on Twitter @CountryPkwyWCSD. 

 

Proudly Your Principal, 

 

Andrew Bowen 

 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR 

      OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2017 
                                                                Note:  All events held at Country Parkway,  

        unless otherwise indicated. 

 

 

DATE:   DESCRIPTION:     

October 3   Fire Safety Visit to Country Parkway 

October 5   PTA Book Fair Preview 

October 6   Emergency Drill/15-Minute Early Dismissal  

October 6   PTA Book Fair, 3:00-8:00 pm 

October 6   Ice Cream Social, 6:30-8:30 pm  

October 9   Columbus Day – NO SCHOOL 

October 17   Board of Education Meeting at District Office, 7:00 pm 

October 27    Fall Fest, 6:00-8:30 pm 

 

 

 

November 1   Student Picture Retake Day 

November 8    PTA Meeting, 9 am 

November 10  Veterans’ Day – NO SCHOOL 

November 14  Board of Education Meeting at District Office, 7:00 pm 

November 16       Parent Teacher Conferences – Evening Hours 

November 17 & 20  Parent Teacher Conferences – Early Dismissal 

      (Children released at 10:30 a.m. both days) 

November 23 & 24  Thanksgiving Recess – NO SCHOOL 
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L O O K I N G    A H E A D: 

Dec. 5    Grade 3 Concert 

Dec. 12   Board of Education Meeting 

Dec. 25-Jan. 1  Winter Recess – NO SCHOOL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ARRIVAL PROCEDURES:  Country Parkway needs to continue to provide a safe learning 

environment where all children become independent and responsible.  In order to do 

that, we request that you follow some established guidelines: 

 If you are driving your child to school, please drop your child off in the vehicle 

drop-off line along the curbside.  If you need to get out of your car while 

dropping your child off for any reason, please utilize the parking spaces in the lot 

and cross the parking lot with your child.  

 Please drop your child off in the main foyer after 8:30.   

 There is no supervision for your child prior to that time. 

 

COMMUNICATION WITH THE TEACHER:   

 If you need to speak with your child’s teacher, please call the school or email the 

teacher directly as we want to share in partnership in your child’s education.  

Your child’s teacher has many responsibilities in the morning that include 

meetings, preparing for the day, greeting the children, and assisting children with 

their many routines and responsibilities.  Therefore, she/he may not be available 

for an unscheduled parental visit in the morning. 

 If you need to relay a message to your child’s teacher that morning, please write 

a note that your child can turn in. 

 If you have an appointment in the building, please sign in at the office and obtain 

a visitor’s pass.  The visitor’s pass is one of the methods we have to ensure the 

proper people are in the building.  Our staff is trained to look for that visible cue. 

 Please do not email a teacher and expect that he/she reads it first thing.  It is 

possible that the teacher is in meetings and will not even read email until after 

school.  In addition, there may be a substitute for the day.  Please send important 

information (i.e. pick-up information) in a note. 
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We encourage our families to work closely with our staff at Country Parkway.  In order 

to facilitate the best learning environment possible, we ask you to follow the guidelines 

above so that everyone can have a successful year.  We appreciate your support. 

 

INTRAMURALS:  Intramurals is an elective school program for 4th graders.  The 

intramural program will reflect lessons from PE class as well as fitness activities.  The 

program will include conditioning, skill work, and equal playing time for all.  The morning 

meeting time is 8:15 to 8:55 a.m.  The school cannot provide transportation before 

school; therefore, please make arrangements to bring your child to school before the 

school day begins.  PLEASE BRING YOUR CHILD TO SCHOOL NO EARLIER THAN 8:15 

A.M.; there is no supervision prior to 8:15 am, so doors are locked and students will not 

be allowed to enter until 8:15 am. 

 Parent permission is required; one Permission Slip will suffice for the entire 

school year.   

 Intramurals change frequently and run sporadically, so please check WITS for 

sessions and days. 

 

EMERGENCY DRILL ON OCTOBER 6, 2017:  As mandated by the State Education 

Department, the Williamsville Central School District is conducting an annual exercise 

to test its emergency early dismissal plan.  At that time, the 

students of Country Parkway School will be released 15 minutes 

earlier than their regularly-scheduled dismissal time.  This 

exercise is to test certain aspects of the school district's 

Emergency Management Plan.  Students who normally remain in school for afterschool 

care or other activities are to remain at school as usual.  Please make any necessary 

arrangements for your child's early dismissal on this date. 

 

 

NEW YORK STATE PARENT REPORTS:  The New York State Testing Program Parent 

Reports are available securely in digital format through WITS.  This information for 

each applicable assessment is located on the individual student’s profile page under the 

assessments tab.  This tab provides subject-specific assessment information, if 

available.  (Please click on the NYS test name.) 

Digital reports are viewable for 3-8 English Language Arts and Math, Grades 4 and 8 

Science, and the NYSESLAT (in English).  Hardcopies, if needed, will be made available 

upon written request by a parent or guardian to the principal (of the school that the 

student attended during the 2016-17 school year). 

 

 

http://www.krsl.com/component/joomgallery/article-images/emergency-drill-picture-196
https://wits.williamsvillek12.org/documents/roschul/Intramurals%20permission%20slip%20final.pdf
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DASA:  The Dignity for All Students Act (DASA) was signed into law on September 13, 

2010 and took effect on July 1, 2012.  The Act prohibits harassment and discrimination 

of students by peers and by school personnel.  In addition, amendments to the 

regulation (effective July 1, 2013) have added explicit references prohibiting bullying 

and cyber bullying.  The Act covers all public elementary- and secondary-aged students 

and applies to behaviors on school property, in school buildings, on a school bus, as well 

as at school-sponsored events or activities.  Districts will be responsible for identifying 

at least one employee at every school to serve as the DASA coordinator.  This individual 

must be thoroughly trained to “handle human relations” in the protected areas.  All 

schools in the District have named at least two Coordinators. 

The Coordinators for Country Parkway are: 

Andrew Bowen and Rebekah Skinner. 

They can be reached at: 716-626-9860 or via email, 

abowen@williamsvillek12.org 

rskinner@williamsvillek12.org 

Please contact either of them should you have any concerns or 

wish to report an incident at Country Parkway. 

 

CE SCHEDULE:  If school is closed for an EMERGENCY, the CE Schedule will be 

altered so that students don’t miss the day.  For example, if Tuesday was scheduled to 

be Day 2 and happened to be a snow day, when students return on Wednesday, it would 

be Day 2. 

 

VOLUNTEERS:  In order to maintain a safe and productive 

learning environment for students at Country Parkway, volunteers 

to a child’s classroom by parents or persons in parental relation 

must adhere to the procedures stated below. 

 Enhancement of the educational process is necessary. 

 A 24-hour minimum notice and prior approval of the classroom teacher, service 

provider, and/or building principal is required. 

 Volunteer approval must be based on a pre-arranged visit for an established time 

and a specific purpose. 

 Volunteers must practice confidentiality with student information. 

 Stepping out of the building for calls or text messages is necessary. 

 Volunteers must report directly to the Main Office to sign in, state business, and 

receive a visitor sticker. 

Sharing lunch with your child on birthdays is permitted.  Parents who decide to come in 

during a lunch time must volunteer in the lunchroom for the duration of the visit.  

 

 

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCOay0Z3QksgCFccNkgodmZwKPg&url=http://www.nscsd.org/roxboro_elementary.cfm?subpage%3D3279&psig=AFQjCNGbsj1DKijYI3m_9zcb3qPnmAEfhA&ust=1443285623084481
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj6pqf325HPAhWC7YMKHVPJAjgQjRwIBw&url=http://www.manson.org/Page/96&bvm=bv.133053837,d.amc&psig=AFQjCNFjWwyH0V8lsc83LCHg06qZ8M1HSQ&ust=1474040763328330
mailto:abowen@williamsvillek12.org
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PARENTAL LUNCH ROOM PROCEDURES:  Our PTA has established a list of lunch 

room volunteers.  If you would like to be a lunch room volunteer on a regular basis, 

please send a note to Laura Kowalski (phone 580-3440) in the PTA 

mailbox.  Sharing lunch with your child on birthdays is permitted in the 

cafeteria.  Parents who decide to come in during a lunch time must be 

prepared to volunteer in the lunchroom for the duration of the visit.   

 

 

REPORTING STUDENT PROGRESS AND PARENT CONFERENCES:  There are three 

summary report periods in the school year.  Each period consists of approximately l3 

weeks.  Parent-teacher conferences are scheduled November and March of the school 

year.  Sign-ups for November and March conferences are done electronically through 

WITS.                                                                                                                       

Parents or teachers may request a conference at any time during the school year.  

These requests are to be made directly with the teacher.  Please call the school office 

and leave your name and home number.  The teacher will return your call and set up a 

time convenient to both parties. 

 

 

STUDENT ABSENCES:  Children are required to bring a written excuse after any 

absence.  Parents are requested to call the school nurse if children have a communicable 

disease, serious illness or illness that requires an extended absence from school. 

 

 

STUDENT TARDINESS:  The school day begins promptly at 8:55 a.m.  Children 

entering the school are being marked tardy if they arrive after 8:55 and did not ride a 

bus.  It is very important for each child to be in school on time daily.  If your child is 

late, please escort them to the attendance office to sign them in. 

 

In addition, at this point in the school year we expect all students to walk down to 

their own class independently.  Therefore, we respectfully request that parents do not 

walk children down to their classrooms.  If you need to speak with the teacher, please 

make call or email the teacher to make those arrangements. 
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COUNTRY PARKWAY WEBSITE:  We are thrilled to have such an interactive website 

that families can utilize for a variety of reasons.  Please be sure to check out all of the 

amazing things you can access just by going to our homepage.   Please follow these 

simple steps: 

 Type www.williamsvillek12.org into your browser 

 Choose Country Parkway from the “Our Schools” tab 

 Look at the left-hand side of the page and choose your option 

 If you would like the grade level links, just click on grade level sites 

-You will then see related links and you should click on Country 

Parkway School 
 
 

MyStop Information:  MyStop is a web-based application available to all 

Williamsville Central School District parents to access live bus GPS information using a 

smartphone, tablet or computer and securely view the current location of their child’s 

bus on routes.  The system also provides the school bus’s estimated time of arrival at 

your child’s bus stop.  The new MyStop tracking software is integrated with the 

District’s computerized bus routing system and the GPS devices installed on every 

school bus used in the Williamsville Central School District.  Data integration takes the 

student’s bus route information and overlays it onto a map that tracks the actual 

location of a student’s school bus to the designated pick-up/drop-off point. A parent can 

only view information related to their child(ren) using a secure login and password. 

 

 

 

     How Do I Access MyStop? 

Each student has a unique Student ID # that will serve as the user name and password 

associated with his/her bus routing information. However, once you have logged into 

MyStop, you will be able to access all other children in your family through a drop-down 

menu so you only need to log in once. Simply follow the steps outlined below: 

1. Log into WITS to view your child’s profile. 

2. Highlight and copy your child’s Student ID number provided 

on his/her 

WITS profile page, located in the right hand margin of the WITS 

home pages. 

3. Click on the MyStop icon, also located in the right hand 

margin of the WITS home page. 

 

 

 

http://www.clipartpanda.com/categories/free-images-for-websites-commercial-use
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.clipartbest.com/cliparts/4c9/r87/4c9r87BcE.jpeg&imgrefurl=http://www.clipartbest.com/clip-art-school-bus&h=320&w=265&tbnid=td1FpDhI27QShM:&docid=aVb1_1kWdl-y4M&ei=_GIFVozaOtOqyATW07SIBw&tbm=isch&ved=0CDgQMygUMBRqFQoTCIzIwY27ksgCFVMVkgod1ikNcQ
http://www.williamsvillek12.org/departments.cfm?subpage=12102
http://www.williamsvillek12.org/
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4. You will be directed to the District’s MyStop web page, where you then will be 

directed to the login interface for MyStop. 

5. Enter your child’s Student ID # in both the user name and password fields (e.g. 

your child’s Student ID number obtained in Step 2). 

6. On the screen you will see a map depicting a portion of your child’s bus route.  

(a) Your child’s name will display in the box in the top menu bar.  You can use this drop 

down to select other children in your family.  (b) The yellow arrow represents the 

current location and direction of your child’s bus.  (c) The box at the bottom of the map 

provides system messages and lists the current location of your child’s bus as well as 

the estimated time the bus will arrive at your child’s bus stop. 
Note: Currently, MyStop is available only for morning and afternoon routes that serve K-12 students 

attending Williamsville Central Schools, not field trip, activity buses, or non-public school routes. 

If you need assistance, please email your request to:  

WCSDbusapp@williamsvillek12.org  

 

Helpful Tips 

 The data provided through MyStop automatically refreshes the location of the 

school bus (yellow arrow) every 1 to 2 minutes.  The actual location of a bus is 

delayed by the refresh rate.  You will access the most accurate data if you check 

the system within 10 minutes of your child’s scheduled pick-up or drop-off time.  

We recommend that students be ready for their bus within five minutes of 

their scheduled pick-up time. 

 Both parents and students will use the same login information to access the 

system (parents and students do not have separate accounts).  However, you can 

view information on each child in your family from the drop-down menu at the top 

of the screen. 

 Rather than typing in the full URL address for MyStop each time you want to 

access the system, save it as a favorite on your computer or add a quick link to 

the home screen from your smartphone or tablet to have quick and easy access to 

the system anytime you need it. 

 There may be times when MyStop is not be available for a particular bus.  This 

may occur when buses are out of service for normal maintenance work and 

required Department of Transportation inspections. 

 If the application states “Bus is not running scheduled route” or “Bus is not 

active,” it does not mean there is a problem with the bus.  All of our buses run 

multiple routes each morning and afternoon.  These messages may occur when a 

bus is in between routes. 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:WCSDbusapp@williamsvillek12.org
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 There may be times when the system is not showing an estimated time of arrival. 

This does not affect the actual location of the bus on the map.  The most common 

reason for this message is that the bus has completed your student’s bus stop and 

is proceeding with its route. 

 

OPEN ENROLLMENT:  If you are planning to open enroll your child in another 

Williamsville School for the fall (September, 2018), you must submit your request by 

February 1, 2018 to District Office.  Parents must provide transportation to any 

school beyond their home school.  This directly impacts students choosing a middle 

school other than Transit Middle School. 

 

NYS TESTING NEWS:  Each student in Grades 3 and 4 is required to participate in 

the New York State assessments.  The dates of administration for the 2017-18 school 

year at Country Parkway are listed below.   

 

Grades 3 and 4 ELA Testing 

 Wednesday, April 11 

 Thursday, April 12 

 

Grade 4 Science Testing 

 Wednesday, May 23-Friday, May 25:  Science Performance Test 

 Monday, June 4:  Science Written Test 

 

Allowing your child to go through the normal morning routines with the rest of his/her 

classmates will place your child at ease.  It would be greatly appreciated if you would 

kindly avoid scheduling any appointments on these testing days.   

 

 

COUNTRY PARKWAY CELEBRATES:  The first Friday of 

every month will continue to be school colors days.  Children 

can wear purple and white, as those are our official school 

colors.  

 

 

 

ITEMS FORGOTTEN AT HOME:  It is inevitable that your child  

will forget to bring in a necessary item to school, such as lunch, 

instrument, homework, sneakers, etc.  We ask that you drop the 

item(s) off in the Main Office, and we will ensure the item(s) 

is delivered to your child.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Grades 3 and 4 Math Testing 

 Tuesday, May 1  

 Wednesday, May 2 

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiuzaqY15HPAhVMxYMKHQ8bCK4QjRwIBw&url=http://www.clipartkid.com/test-taking-cliparts/&bvm=bv.133053837,d.amc&psig=AFQjCNEMlDS3JfsHuK0au3a2ixD3SwtTVQ&ust=1474039077589141
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjS463e2pHPAhUF5IMKHTBdDMsQjRwIBw&url=http://thecommunigator.blogspot.com/2015/03/lost-and-found.html&bvm=bv.133053837,d.amc&psig=AFQjCNHVpUzjQq_iAQkl5F2YcAvxSOXLLw&ust=1474040379421147
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IMPORTANT NOTICE 
           from the Health Office  

 

 

 

PHYSICAL EXAMS:  All students in grades K, 2, and 4, as well as any new student, are 

mandated by New York State Education Law to have a current physical examination on 

record in the health office.  Any examination performed after 09/01/16 is acceptable 

for children in Grades K, 2, or 4 for the current school year.  If your child has already 

had a well-child examination, please provide the school health office with the health 

appraisal form completed by your child’s physician, if you have not already done so.  We 

suggest that you make a copy of all immunization records and physical or dental exams 

for your keeping in the event something is misplaced.   

 

DENTAL EXAMS are requested for all students in Grades K, 2 and 4 and for new 

students. 

 

EMERGENCY NUMBER UPDATES:  Please remember to notify the health office if 

there is any change in emergency information, including home, business and cell phone 

numbers. 

ABSENTEE/TARDY CALL-IN:  Please remember to call in whenever your child will be 

absent or tardy to school.  Please call 626-9866 and leave a message on the attendance 

line.  Please state child’s name with spelling of last name, teacher and reason for 

absence/tardy.  In addition, please remember to send a note upon return to school.  

Notes can be sent through WITS mail.  When using WITS, please click on the box for 

ATTENDANCE. 

ILLNESS:  Please remember to keep your child home until they are fever-free for 24 

hours without fever reducing medication.  If your child has been sick to their stomach 

or has gastrointestinal symptoms, please keep them home for 24 hours after the last 

episode to be certain they are well and can participate in a full day of school.   
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COUGH DROPS:  Please remember that cough drops are not allowed to be carried by 

children in school.  Cough drops are considered an over-the-counter medication.  Per 

district policy, all medications, including over-the-counter medication, require an order 

from the health care provider.  All medications must be stored in the health office.  

Teachers may not allow students to take cough drops in class even with a note from the 

parent.  If you feel your child needs something, hard candy may help soothe the throat, 

but please send a note with permission for your child to have the candy in class.  Thank 

you for your cooperation with this policy.   

 

CLOTHING:  The Health Office would appreciate donations of any gently-used 

clothing.  Small pants, shorts or leggings with elastic waistbands work well. We could 

also use some small shirts. No sweatshirts, please.  Sizes 4-6 are in greatest need.  Any 

donation of new socks or underwear in packaging would be appreciated.   

 

It is always a good idea to add an extra set of clothes to your child’s backpack in the 

event of a spill, wet playground or accident.   

  

VISION AND HEARING SCREENINGS:  Children in Grades K, 1, 2 and 3 will be 

screened.  You will be notified if your child’s screening results are outside of normal 

parameters. 
 

REMINDER:  IT IS TIME FOR THE FLU SHOT.  CALL YOUR DOCTOR FOR 

YOURS. 
 


